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August,  1947 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  circumstances 
of  the  Urban  District  for  1946. 

The  Vital  Statistics  show  that  the  health  of  the  people  has  been 
maintained  despite  continuing  restrictions. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  is  not  now  something  special  to  report, 
but  it  is  the  natural  thing  to  have  done  when  the  child  reaches  the 
first  bithday.  On  the  1st  January,  the  immunisation  of  the  under 
fives  was  transferred  to  the  County  Council,  but  practically  the  work 
continued  as  previously.  There  is  still  more  striking  proof  of  the 
efficacy  of  immunisation  ;  in  1941  there  were  50,797  cases  and  2,641 
deaths,  whereas  in  1946  there  were  18,284  cases  and  472  deaths. 

The  two  nurseries  continue  to  be  used  to  the  full  capacity,  and 
the  matron  and  staff  overcame  many  difficulties  and  discouragements 
in  order  to  serve  the  children. 

As  a  Council,  you  have  dealt  sympathetically  and  generously 
with  T.B.  cases,  and  over  the  years  the  results  are  becoming  manifest, 
for  during  the  year  there  were  44  new  cases  whereas  in  1943  there 
were  61  cases. 

No  major  infectious  disease  was  notified  in  the  district,  although 
fifteen  smallpox  contacts,  mostly  servicemen,  were  under  surveillance 
for  a  period  of  16  days  during  the  year. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  again  due  to  the  Chairmen  and  Members 
of  Committees,  General  Practitioners,  County  Health  Visitors,  Head 
Teachers,  Parsons,  the  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  and 
all  Officers  of  other  Departments  for  unfailing  assistance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

MALCOLM  ALLAN, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  2,832  acres 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate  ..  ..  ..  £461 


Live  Births  : 

1945 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

#  # 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

629 

341 

288 

Illegitimate 

. . 

•  •  a  a  •  • 

26 

'  10 

16 

Totals 

655 

351 

304 

Still  Births  : 

Legitimate 

. . 

•  •  •  *  •  • 

15 

10 

5 

Illegitimate 

•  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Totals 

15 

10 

5 

Deaths  . . 

314 

170 

144 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ; 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 


Other  Maternal  Causes  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  1 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age  : 


Total  Number  of  Infant  Deaths  . .  . .  . .  42 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  . .  50 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . .  . .  1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


The  main  water  supply  for  the  district  is  obtained  from  the 
Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking,  and  the  supply  is 
constant.  For  the  year  under  review,  the  supply  was  satisfactory  in 
quality  and  quantity  in  the  southern  part  of  the  district,  but  for  the 
northern  area  the  quantity  was  deficient,  and  this  defect  is  very  serious 
as  thfS  area  in  part  is  scheduled  as  a  housing  estate.  Samples  are  taken 
from  time  to  time  as  an  independent  check  upon  the  quality,  and 
the  following  is  a  typical  bacteriological  laboratory  report  : — 

Report  of  Bacteriological  Examination  of  a  Sample  of  Water 
Submitted  on  14th  August,  1946,  at  3.15  p.m. 

by 

Dr.  M.  Allan,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Willenhall  Urban  District 
Council,  per  B.  J.  Dawson,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  SAMPLE  : 

Tap,  Council  Offices,  Walsall  Street,  Willenhall 

COUNT : 

On  nutrient  agar  after  48  hours’ 

incubation  at  37°c.  .  .  .  .  .  .  4  colonies  per  ml. 

On  nutrient  agar  after  72  hours’ 

incubation  at  20 — 22°c.  .  .  .  .  7  colonies  per  ml. 

COLI  AEROGENES  CONTENT  (presumptive  coli) 

after  48  hours’  incubation  at  37°c.  .  .  none  per  100  ml. 

OTHER  MICRO-ORGANISMS  PRESENT  None 

REMARKS  : 

The  Ministry  of  Health  Report  No.  71  suggests  that  when  a 
public  water  supply  contains  not  more  than  two  presumptive  coli 
per  100  ml.  the  sample  may  be  regarded  as  reasonably  satis¬ 
factory. 

This  sample  shows  no  bacteriological  evidence  of  recent 
sewage  pollution. 

JOHN  L.  EDWARDS, 

Bacteriologist. 
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Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  County  Laboratory  at  Stafford  has  been  made  full  use  of 
during  the  year.  Both  the  Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Departments 
have  been  of  great  assistance  in  their  co-operation  with  the  Health 
Department. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

From  the  1st  January,  1946,  to  31st  December,  1946,  the  town 
ambulance  conveyed  658  cases  to  hospital,  and  the  mileage  covered 
was  10,992  miles. 

The  total  number  of  patients  carried  since  the  ambulance  was 
presented  to  the  town  has  been  9,449  and  the  mileage  covered  to  deal 
with  these  cases  has  been  98,586. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Councillor  Arthur  Webster,  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  District 
Nursing  Association  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  details  of  the 
work  of  the  Nurses  and  Mid-Wives  during  the  year  commencing 
1st  April,  1946,  and  ending  31st  March,  1947.  The  figures  are  set  out 
below  : — - 

NEW  CASES  1946 

t 

Medical  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  264 

Surgical  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  152 

Total  . .  416 


NUMBER  OF  VISITS  PAID  : 

Medical  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5,994 

Surgical  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1,296 

Total  . .  7,290 


An  outstanding  feature  this  year  is  the  amount  subscribed  by 
the  Workpeople  of  the  town,  the  sum  of  £470,  being  the  highest  ever 
realised. 
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Ante -Natal  Centre. 

Three  sessions  are  held  weekly  at  the  Nurses’  Home,  Walsall 
Street,  Tuesday  forenoon  and  afternoon,  and  Friday  afternoon. 

The  attendance  during  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 

1946 

Number  of  New  Cases  .  .  .  .  .  .  556 

Re-visits  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1740 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  1946 

I.  (a)  Number  of  children  who  completed  the  full  course  of 
immunisation  : — 

Under  5  years  5-15  years  Totals 

335  414  749 

(b)  Total  number  of  children  who  were  given  a  secondary 
or  reinforcing  injection  (i.e.  subsequent  to  complete 
full  course)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  97 


II. 


Approximate  estimated  number  of  children  in  the  area 
at  Mid-year,  1946,  is  2,830  under  5  years  of  age,  and 
5,050  between  5  and  15  years  of  age. 

Number  of  children  who  had  completed  a  full  course 
of  Immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st  December, 
1 946  ..  ..  ••  ..  ..  ..  .. 


5,297 


III.  (a)  Number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  under  fifteen 

years  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

(b)  Number  of  cases  notified  in  which  patient  has  com¬ 

pleted  course  of  immunisation  not  less  than  12  weeks 
before  the  onset  of  disease  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

(c)  Number  of  deaths  from  diphtheria  of  children  under 

15  years  of  age  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  .  .  — 

(d)  Number  of  deaths  included  in  (c)  in  which  the  child  is 
known  to  have  completed  the  course  of  immunisation 

not  less  than  12  weeks  before  the  onset  of  the  disease  .  .  — 
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INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES 

Attendances  during  1946  and  the  corresponding  figures  for  comparison 
for  the  years  1945,  1944,  1943,  and  1942. 


1946 


Centre 

Under  1  year 

1  -5 

years 

1st  visits 

Revisits 

1st  visits 

Re-visits 

Totals 

Willenhall 

293 

3,105 

71 

1,418 

4,887 

Short  Heath 

115 

1,364 

50 

365 

1,894 

Portobello 

84 

1,187 

15 

490 

1,776 

492 

5,656 

136 

2,273 

8,557 

1945 

Willenhall 

291 

3,801 

5 

1,751 

5,848 

Short  Heath 

82 

1,435 

30 

359 

1,906 

Portobello 

104 

1,746 

23 

760 

2,633 

477 

6,982 

58 

2,870 

10,387 

1944 

Willenhall 

323 

3,979 

5 

1,855 

6,162 

Short  Heath 

107 

1,584 

72 

528 

2,291 

Portobello 

85 

1,410 

19 

717 

2,231 

515 

6,973 

96 

3,100 

10,684 

1943 

Willenhall 

293 

3,618 

5 

1,798 

5,714 

Short  Heath 

68 

1,234 

— 

398 

1,700 

Portobello 

82 

1,337 

2 

762 

2,183 

443 

6,189 

7 

2,958 

9,597 

1942 

Willenhall 

250 

3,635 

16 

1,750 

5,651 

Short  Heath 

60 

844 

7 

57 

968 

Portobello 

59 

1,058 

4 

645 

1,766 

369 

5,537 

27 

2,452 

8,385 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1946 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  FROM  1930  to  1946 


TUBERCULOSIS 


in  Willenhall  (including  the  former  Short  Heath  U.D.)  showing 
the  new  cases  notified  and  the  deaths  each  year  since  the 
commencement  of  compulsory  notification. 


YEAR 

NEW 

CASES 

DEA 

THS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1912 

85 

_ 

19 

1 

1913 

87 

24 

22 

13 

1914 

66 

22 

21 

13 

1915 

55 

11 

13 

12 

1916 

65 

13 

23 

11 

1917 

71 

18 

28 

6 

1918 

56 

8 

44 

4 

1919 

29 

6 

20 

7 

1920 

29 

6 

14 

4 

1921 

24 

— 

24 

2 

1922 

55 

15 

34 

7 

1923 

45 

12 

30 

9 

1924 

19 

5 

27 

5 

1925 

67 

14 

~  25 

10 

1926 

71 

11 

24 

5 

1927 

25 

12 

25 

4 

1928 

39 

12 

17 

3 

1929 

40 

9 

34 

3 

1930 

42 

3 

29 

3 

1931 

36 

5 

27 

1 

1932 

36 

3 

16 

6 

1933 

41 

11 

26 

4 

1934 

45 

5 

14 

5 

1935 

33 

9 

25 

5 

1936 

47 

5 

14 

3 

1937 

44 

8 

25 

6 

1938 

45 

8 

22 

6 

1939 

30 

7 

20 

3 

1940 

40 

5 

24 

3 

1941 

40 

9 

25 

9 

1942 

38 

7 

23 

— ~ 

1943 

49 

12 

18 

3 

1944 

42 

10 

19 

3 

1945 

30 

4 

25 

- - 

1946 

35 

9 

20 

1 

Totals 

1,601 

318 

816 

180 

11 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  WILLENHALL  URBAN  DISTRICT 

DURING  1946. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

15 

5 

20 

Influenza 

1 

— 

1 

Cancer 

22 

28 

50 

Diabetes 

1 

3 

4 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

12 

12 

24 

Heart  Disease 

19 

33 

52 

Other  diseases  of  circulation 

5 

3 

8 

Ulcer  of  Stomach 

3 

1 

4 

Bronchitis 

9 

6 

15 

Pneumonia 

19 

6 

25 

Other  respiratory  diseases  .  . 

2 

4 

6 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years):  .  . 

1 

1 

2 

Other  digestive  diseases 

4 

4 

8 

Nephritis 

2 

4 

6 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

1 

1 

Premature  birth 

6 

3 

9 

Congenital  Malformation 

10 

5 

15 

Suicide 

4 

1 

5 

Road  traffic  accidents 

3 

— 

3 

Other  violent  causes 

8 

2 

10 

Other  causes  .  . 

30 

21 

51 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

1 

Totals 

178 

144 

322 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  1946 


Under  2  weeks 

2-4  weeks 

Total  under 

1  month 

1-6  months  | 

6-12  months 

Total  under 

12  months 

Gastro  Enteritis 

2 

2 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

3 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

1 

6 

1 

8 

Prematurity 

9 

— 

9 

— 

— 

9 

Convulsion 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Marasmus 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Suffocation 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Debility 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Bronchitis 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital  Hydrocephalus 

1 

— 

I 

— 

— 

1 

Meningocele 

2 

— 

2 

— 

- — 

2 

Intracranial  Haemorrhage 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Cardiac  Malformation 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Asthenia 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Meningitis 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Melaena  Neonatorum 

1 

- — 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Anencephalic  Monster 

1 

— 

I 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital  Weakness  ,  . 

1 

1 

1 

25 

2 

27 

10 

5 

42 
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SCABIES 


The  Scabies  Cleansing  Station  was  first  opened  on  the 
3rd  June,  1943,  and  the  following  gives  details  of  the  work  of 
the  Station  for  1946. 


Scabies 

Cases 

Scabies 

Contacts 

Treatments 

MALES 

Cases 

Contacts 

0-5 

16 

1 

31 

1 

5-14 

35 

— 

79 

— 

14  - 

4 

— 

5 

— 

FEMALES 

0-5 

11 

— 

15 

— 

5-14 

62 

■ — 

93 

— 

14  - 

21 

— 

28 

— 

Totals 

149 

1 

251 

1 

14 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1946 


rH 

1 

1-5  years 

5-10  years 

10-20  years 

20  -  35  years 

35  -  45  years 

45  -  65  years 

65  and  over 

Totals 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

11 

21 

11 

6 

2 

— * 

— 

51 

Diphtheria  .  . 

— 

6 

7 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

19 

Pneumonia 

1 

3 

2 

1 

2 

4 

5 

3 

21 

Erysipelas  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

7 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

4 

Measles 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Whooping  Cough  .  . 

10 

36 

21 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

71 

Malaria 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

V 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals  .  . 

13 

62 

55 

18 

11 

12 

7 

5 

183 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 


Details  of  samples  of  food  and  milk  taken  in  Willenhall  U.D.  by 
the  Staffordshire  County  Council  during  1946  : — 

Number 

Article  of  Food  of  Samples  Genuine  Adulterated 


MILK  46  39  7 

GENERAL  FOODS  20  19  1 


During  the  year  46  Milk  samples  were  submitted  of  which  7  were 
adulterated  as  follows  : — 


Same 

Dairy 


Milk  —  6.7%  deficient  in  fat. 

'Milk  —  23.3%  deficient  in  fat. 
T.T.  —  15%  deficiency  in  fat. 

I  Milk  —  16.7%  deficient  in  fat.  ■ 
Milk  —  13.3%  deficient  in  fat.  j 
T.T.  —  11.7%  deficient  in  fat. ' 

Milk  —  15 . deficient  in  fat. 


No  proceedings  instituted. 

No  proceedings  instituted- 
deficiency  due  mainly  to 
natural  causes  and  uneven 
bottling. 

No  proceedings  instituted- 
due  to  natural  causes. 


Of  twenty  General  Food  samples  submitted,  one  was  incorrect 
as  follows  : — 

Informal  sample  of  Golden  Raising  Powder — 8.8%  deficient  in 
Carbon  Dioxide.  No  proceedings  were  instituted  and  the  stock 
was  withdrawn. 


Details  of  samples  of  milk  taken  in  course  of  retail  in  Willenhall 
during  1946,  for  bacteriological  and  biological  examination  : — - 

No.  of  Cleanliness  Phospha-  Containing 
DESIGNATION  Samples  Satis-  Unsatis-  tase  Tubercle 

Submitted  factory  factory  Pass  Fail  Bacilli 


Tuberculin  Tested 

6-5* 

6 

- - 

_  _ _ 

- 

T.T.  (Pasteurised) 

1* 

1 

— 

1  — 

— 

Pasteurised 

1* 

1 

— • 

1  — 

— 

Sterilised 

10* 

10 

— • 

10  — 

— 

UNDESIGNATED 

39-1* 

29 

10 

2 

*  No  Biological  Test 
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